Teacher Guide to Student Interactive: Summarizing - Monsters to the Rescue

Summary:
Students use their summarizing skills to help a group of monsters rescue their friend Dracula. To do

this, learners will:
e Summarizing each monster’s argument, identifying both the main idea and supporting details
in each argument
e Visually summarizing informational text by drawing guard’s routes and lasers on maps
¢ Demonstrate their ability to independently summarize when they condense Dracula’s
elaborate narratives
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Third graders found this activity moderately challenging when compared to the other Into the Book interactives.

Teaching Tips:
If students are using iPads, remind them they can use Siri (an iPad feature that writes the words the
student speaks out loud in the text fields).

During this activity, students sometimes find it challenging to:
1. Notice they need to drag the main idea into the movie slate during the first scene;
2. Draw the guard routes. To help them, tell students
o they will be given two separate guard’s routes; one is for a guard named Lee, the other is
for a guard named Tamara;
e to read the entire step (1., 2., 3., etc.), and then draw the guard’s route so that they do
not draw any extra lines for irrelevant information;
e Melvin is the duck mentioned in the first guard’s route, and it is important to remember
this when drawing the second guard’s route.
3. Draw the lasers. To help them
o tell the students they will be given two separate laser descriptions;
o the first laser description is for two separate lasers; two unconnected lines need to be
drawn.

Before you start:

¢ Review main ideas and supporting details as students will be identifying these during the
interactive’s first stage and writing their own in stage three.

¢ Remind students that summarizing does not mean repeating a text word for word, but rather
telling the important parts using the student’s own words.

e Tell students you will be sharing and assessing their summaries and maps, so it is important
that they do the best they can during the activity.

¢ Remind students to click save if they don’t finish the activity before the end of the period.
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After you finish:

e Have students print and/or email their summaries, rescue map, and rescue story so that you
can discuss them together. You can use this as an informal assessment.

¢ In small groups, have students

o review what summarizing is and why it is important;

o share their rescue stories, discussing the similarities and differences;
o discuss why summaries are important and where they have seen and used them before
o use their creativity to write a long text with a lot of details, and then write a summary

of what they just wrote.

Screen-by-screen Preview:

Choose Monsters to the Rescue to begin the
interactive. Next watch an instructional video about
how to do the activity.

Then click

- Try It Yourself to begin the activity;

- Replay to play the animation again;

- Watch Video button to watch a clip from Into the
Book that reviews evaluating.

In the first scene, the Werewolf, Creature, and
Mummy will introduce themselves and tell how they
need to save their friend Dracula, who was kidnapped.
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In stage one, students drag the main idea and

supporting details of each monster’s argument to the
movie slate.

Stage two has two parts. In the first part, students
draw a line summarizing two guards’ routes. Some
students find this very challenging. Consult the
teacher guide for further information.

In the second part of stage two, learners draw lasers
on a map, summarizing the laser descriptions.
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You both are full of hot air. It's smart
to choase me to free Oracuta. Did you
know some mummies are over 5,000
years old? | have helped hundreds of
people escape over the years. You
wouldn't believe how many people get
stuck in tombs. | can also use my
ancient tricks to help Dracula escape.
My body is also covered in cloth. | can
use my long cloth to climb walls. This
isn't just toilet paper you know!
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Its smart to choose me to free Dracuta
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& Murkley Movie Lot

Tamara's Instructions

4. From the Guardnouse, walk south, then turn east up
Steep Street. Take a snack break halfway up the hil
It's really steep!

Map of the Movie Lot

2, Have you ever seen a dragon? Well, you might
now! You need to tur left at Fake Gate and walk
under Dragon Tower. | hope it doesn't blow fire at
you! Just kidding!

3, Did you bring an umbrella? Tum left again and walk
down Rain Lane. You'll get wet, but its not really
raining. Just movie magic! Try singing as you go.

4. Continue past Melvin Hall, then tum left and enter
Studio Cadabera. We're keeping a very special guest
in the storage cells. Make sure he hasn't escaped!

Draw lines on the map of the
guards’ routes during the day.

Continue
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Studios Abra
& Cadabera

Sapphire Laser

Number of Lasers: 1
Installed: January 10, 2010
Building: Studio Cadabera
Laser Origin: Inside

giant robot
Laser Beam: Laser points
1o the southwest. The beam
bounces off the giant eagle
and travels north. It bounces
offthe Wiid West building and
then to the skyscraper. Then
it travels through the triangle
door to the flying saucer in
Studio Abra. Finally, it
bounces to the laser receptor
by the Egyptian pyramid
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Draw a line on the map for
the Sapphire Laser tripwire.

Continue

WIMediaLab.org/IntotheBook =&



In stage three, students use what they learned about
summarizing to write summaries about:
how Dracula was captured (past tense);

the monsters going into the movie lot to save

Dracula (present tense);

the monsters’ plan to flee from the movie lot

(future tense).

After the activity, students can:
Print their summaries, rescue maps, and rescue

story;

Email their summaries;
Play the summarizing song;
Return to the student main
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Quards are coming, but my friends see [l 48
them. They're hiding behind the o > 5y D MY RESCUE
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dumpster and the guards are passing ) =

them. My friends are walking again.
They better be careful. There still are
two more guards! My friends areat [
the lasers, They're whispering,
‘making a plan, Mummy is giving
directions to the other two. Creature
is going through first, WOW! He slid

underneath the lasers! Where's

Continue
Werewolf? WOW! He busted
through the wall past the lasers,
knocking the laser’s power box down.
Creature put some slime init. The
lasers shut off. Mummy is now
walking through. They made it!
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22 your summarizing
flashlight. Don't forget to use ¥ .
it to highlight what's most / . )\

important in what you read

‘ Print Your ‘ Print Your ‘ Print Your
Summaries Rescue Maps Rescue Story
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Summaries ) Summarizing Song

Go Back fo Student Main Menu
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